
 

 

High School Physics Class Overview 
 

Required Materials: 
 
Introductory Physics textbook 
Notebook: whatever kind you prefer, for taking notes while reading 
Index cards: for making your own review flash cards 
Lab journal: I will bring these on the first day 
 
Always come to class with your book, both notebooks, and any homework you did over the 
past week. 
 
Weekly homework: 
 
The syllabus will tell you what to do before class each week. It will vary somewhat from 
week to week, but here are the types of assignments: 
 

• Reading from the textbook and taking notes: Taking notes is required because it is so 
helpful for understanding and remembering what you read. Any method that works for 
you and is legible is great. In case this habit is new for you, I will be giving you some 
note-taking tips in a separate post. 

• Quizzes: Since we don’t have much class time together, I’ll be sending these home with 
you. You will do one at home and then turn it in the next Wednesday almost every week. 
They will always be reviews of what we have learned and had time to discuss previously, 
never brand-new material. I am trusting you to keep your books closed and work from 
memory. If you cheat I’ll never know, but you will not learn as much. 

• Weekly review guides: I’ll pass these out at the end of every class, starting the third 
week. These will give you a plan for studying and memorizing. If you do these every 
week, you should be prepared for quizzes. 

• Math problems: This course was written for students taking algebra 1 at the same time. 
If you have trouble with the math, just let me know. Grace and I just finished algebra 1, 
so it’s fresh in my mind and I can help you. We can even meet outside class if needed. 

• Work on lab reports: We will spend class time learning how to do this. I’ve never written 
one, so we’ll all be learning together. 

 
Each week when you arrive at REACH, there will be a box where you will turn in your 
homework. This will include your notebook, quiz, any math exercises, and lab reports when 
those are due. I will return notebooks, quizzes, and math in class that day, and reports I will 
try to have back by the next week. 
 
Class Time: 
 
Most weeks we will have time to discuss the reading and math exercises. At the end of each 
chapter you will find study questions. You are not required to write out answers to these, 
but you should read them and make sure you are prepared to discuss them. 



 

 

 
We will only be doing five labs this year, but we will be learning to work like real scientists. 
We will be following the scientific method, and we will keep journals and write reports 
using professional methods. 
 
There will be an exam on the last day of each semester. 
 
Grading: 
 
You will receive grades based on the following criteria: 

• Notes from your reading: Every week I will check these. If you took notes that are neat 
and organized enough for me to read, and I can tell you read the chapter, you get a 
perfect score.  

• Quizzes: Your score is based on getting the right answers. Even if an answer is wrong, 
you might get partial credit for doing part of it right. Some questions will be math 
problems and some will require writing an answer; these answers should be in complete 
sentences. Remember, quizzes will always cover material we have learned and had time 
to discuss in class. They will never ask about anything new. 

• Math problems given as homework: If I can read it and tell you did all the problems and 
tried your best, you get a perfect score. Whenever we have time we will go over these in 
class and try to figure out where we went wrong. I can also meet with you outside class if 
you need more help. 

• Lab reports: You will receive a grade based on following instructions that we will go over 
in class. 

• Lab journals: After each lab, I will check these. If I can read it and you have followed the 
instructions for how to keep a lab journal, which we will go over in class, you will get a 
perfect score. Note that grades on the lab journals and reports are not based on getting 
the “right” results during the lab, but on following instructions that are used by 
professional scientists. 

• Exams: same as quizzes.  
 
You can post a message any time you need help during the week. In fact, it would be best to 
do that instead of waiting for class, so I have time to find the answer. You can also text or 
email me if you want to talk privately (214-315-3986, ameemcconnell@hotmail.com). But 
remember, if you have a question, chances are someone else has the same question, so you 
will be helping your classmates by asking where everyone can join in the discussion. I 
would love it if we could all discuss and figure things out together all year. I have never 
taken a physics class before, so I’ll be learning it with everyone else! 
 
If you have any questions or comments, please let me know. I’m really looking forward to 
this class! 
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